
ExhibitA

Amendments toIslandCounty CodeChapters:  

17.02BICC



Chapter 17.02B - Island County Critical Areas Regulations

17.02B.060 - Definitions.   

Accessory Use. Seedefinitionsection17.03.040.  

Hazard treemeansanytreethatissusceptible toimmediatefallduetoitscondition (damaged,  
diseased, ordead) orotherfactors, andwhichbecauseofitslocationisatriskofdamagingpermanent
physical improvements topropertyorcausingpersonal injury.   

Herbaceous balds meansvariable-sizedpatchesofgrassandforbvegetation locatedonshallow
soilsoverbedrockthatcommonly isfringedbyforestorwoodland, andoftenfoundonsteepslopes.  
Dominant floraincludesherbaceousvegetation, dwarfshrubs, mosses, andlichens. Rockoutcrops,  
boulders, andscatteredtreesareoftenpresent, especiallyDouglas-fir, Pacificmadrone, andOregon
whiteoak. Baldstypicallyaresmallerthan12acresthoughmaybelarger.   

High intensity agriculture shallmeanexistingandon-goingagriculture includingdairies, animal
feedingoperationsandconcentrated animalfeedingoperationsasthosetermsareusedinfederaland
stateregulations, andlivestockoperationswithananimalunitdensitygreaterthanthree (3) peracre.   

NativespeciesmeansplantsandanimalswhichareindigenoustoIslandCounty. Plant
speciesaredefinedinFloraofthePacificNorthwest: AnIllustratedManual (C. LeoHitchcockand

ndArthurCronquist, UniversityofWashingtonPress, 19732 ed, 2018).  

Non-nativeplantspeciesmeansplantspecieswhichhavebeenintroducedintoIsland
County. Forplants, non-nativespeciesaredefinedinFloraofthePacificNorthwest: AnIllustrated

ndManual (C. LeoHitchcockandArthurCronquist, UniversityofWashingtonPress19732 ed,  
2018).  

Wetlands associated withabog, coastal lagoon, ordelta estuary meansawetlandthathasa
wetlandoutletthatconnectsthewetlanddirectlytoabog, coastallagoon, ordeltaestuary, oriswithin
500feetofabog, coastallagoon, ordeltaestuaryinanuphilldirectionandwithinthesamecontributing
area. Wetlandsassociatedwithacoastallagoonordeltaestuaryarealsosubjecttotheprovisionsof
chapter90.58RCWShorelineManagementActandchapter17.05A.  

Westside Prairie meansherbaceous, non-forested (< 60% forestcanopycover) plantcommunities
thatcaneithertaketheformofadryprairieorawetprairie. Typicalplantsincludegrasses, sedges, and
forbs. Mosses, lichens, andbaregroundmayalsobefoundinthespacesbetweengrassandforbcover.  
Threeofthediagnosticgrasses, sedges, orforbsfoundinthe “PriorityHabitatsandSpeciesList”  
preparedbyWDFW, lastupdatedFebruary2021, arerequiredtoidentifydryprairiehabitat.  

White OakWoodlands meansstandsofoakoroak/coniferwherecanopycoverageoftheoak
componentofthestandis25%, orwheretotalcanopycoverageofthestandis <25%, butoakaccounts



foratleast50% ofthecanopycoverage. Priorityoakhabitatconsistsofstands > 1acreinsize. Stands <  
1acremayalsobeconsideredaprioritywhenfoundtobevaluabletofishandwildlifebasedona
biologicalsiteassessment.  

17.02B.210 - Western Toad.   

WesternToadbreedingsitesanduplandoccurrencesaredesignatedasfishandwildlifehabitat
conservation areas. Occurrencesmustbedocumentedbyscientifically verifiabledatafromWDFW,  
PriorityHabitatandSpeciesdatafromWDFW, aqualifiedprofessional, beidentified throughthe
processingofsite-specificlanduseanddevelopment permits, orotherscientifically verifiabledata.   
Breedingsitesthatoccurwithinregulatedwetlands, streams, andtheirbuffersshallbeprotectedthrough
IslandCounty’swetland, stream, andbufferregulations. Allotheroccurrences shallbeprotectedthrough
theevaluationandprotectionrequirements in17.02B.400. asdocumentedbyscientificallyverifiabledata
fromWDFW, oraqualifiedprofessional, shallbeprotected throughtheCounty'swetlandandstream
criticalareasregulations, presentlycodifiedintitle17. Suchbreedingsitesandoccurrences, astheyare
presentlyknownanddocumentedasprovidedabove, ormaylaterbeidentifiedthroughtheprocessingof
site-specificlanduseanddevelopment permitsorotherscientifically verifiabledata, aredesignatedas
fishandwildlifehabitatconservation areas. Alsodesignatedasfishandwildlifehabitatconservation
areasaretheoccurrences identifiedbyPriorityHabitatSpeciesdatafromWDFW. asitexistedon
January24, 2017.   

17.02B.230 - Designated habitats and species oflocal importance.   

Habitatsandspeciesoflocalimportanceandprotectedspeciesthathavebeenapprovedfor
designationbyIslandCounty include:   

A.  Protected species list—Flora:   

Scientific Name Common Name State Status Federal Status

Agoseris elata tallagoseris sensitive

Sericocarpus rigidus white-topaster sensitive speciesofconcern

Castilleja levisecta golden indianpaintbrush endangered listedthreatened

Circutabulbifera bulbbearingwaterhemlock sensitive

Fritillaria camschatcensis blacklily sensitive

Meconella oregana whitemeconella threatened speciesofconcern

Puccinella nutkaensis Alaskaalkaligrass



B.  Species andhabitats oflocal importance list:   

State FederalScientific Name Common Name Protected Area
Status Status

Ardeaherodias Greatblueheron Nestsites

Pandion haliaetus Osprey Nests

Dryocupus pileatus Pileated woodpecker Nestsites

Cygnusbuccinator Trumpeter swan Foraging habitat

PacificRimInstitute Notapplicable Property

C.  SitesmeetingthedefinitionofWestsidePrairie, HerbaceousBaldsandOakWoodlands inthemost
currentversionoftheWashingtonDepartmentofFishandWildlife’sPriorityHabitatandSpecies
Program. Mappingupdateswillbeconductedinaccordancewithsection17.02B.200.CICC.  
Mappingupdateswillbeconductedinaccordancewithsection17.02B.200.CICC.  

Native Prairies, Herbaceous Balds andOakWoodlands, totheextent outside SMP
jurisdiction:   

1.  DeceptionPassSP-GooseRock.   

2.  WestBeach/Ebey'sLandingGoldenPaintbrushSite.   

3.  WestBeach - non-nativegrassland.   

4.  WestBeachRoad - UnsurveyedGrassland.   

5.  Ebey'sBluff.   

6.  Grasser'sHill (includingarealocallyknownasSchoolhouse Prairie).   

7.  Naas (AdmiraltyInlet) NaturalAreaPreserve.   

8.  FortCaseyStateParkGoldenPaintbrushsite.   

9.  PennCoveRoad.   

10.  SandeFucaschoolhouse.   

11.  SmithPrairie, includingPacificRimInstitute.   

12.  SouthSmithPrairie.   

SeeMappreparedbyWatershedCompanydatedJune20, 2016.   

Evaluation and Protection Standards

17.02B.400 - Evaluation requirements.   

A.  Siteassessment and submittal requirements. Whenadevelopment proposalislocatedwithin1,000
feetofahabitatforaprotectedspeciesoranidentifiedfishandwildlifehabitatconservationareaor



itsbuffer, baseduponmapsandotherinformationavailabletoormaintainedbytheCounty, as
describedinsection17.02B.200.C., orwhentheapplicantproposestoalter, decreaseoraveragea
standardstreambuffer, abiologicalsiteassessment (BSA) shallberequired. Therequirement fora
BSAmaybewaivedbythePlanningDirector for:  

1.  bythePlanningDirector, ifthePlanningDirectordetermines thattheproposeddevelopment
wouldresultinonlyminorimpacts. Thefollowingactivitiesconductedonparcelswithanexisting,  
legally-establishedresidentialuse, providednoclearingofestablishednativeshrubsandtreesis
required:  

a.  Additionstotheprimaryresidencelessthan300squarefeetinsizewithoutchangestothe
existingsepticcapacity; or

b.  Installationofwildlifecompatible fencingaroundtheperimeteroftheparcel, withthefollowing
designcriteria:  

i) Bottomwireatleast16inchesabovetheground; and

ii) Constructedofsmoothwireorwood; and

iii) Doesnotcontainbarbsthatmayinjurewildlife; or

d.  Newresidentialgardeningandlandscaping, includingconstructionofyardandgarden
structuressuchasagreenhouseortoolshednottoexceed200squarefeetinsize; or

c.  Installationofaccessorysolarenergygenerationequipmentforresidential solarenergy
production;  

2.    Parcelswithoutanexistingresidentialuse, iftheminimumdistancebetweenanidentified fish
andwildlifehabitatconservationareaandtheproposedactivityisatleast 600-feetandno
clearingofnativeshrubsortreesisproposed:  

a.  Newagriculturalactivitieswithimplementation ofapplicablebestmanagementpractices
outlinedinExhibitBtoOrdinanceC-86-17, providedthereisnoclearingofnativeforest.  

b.     Constructionofone (1) singlefamilyresidentialdevelopmentandnecessary appurtenances,  
whenthefollowingconditionsaremet:  

i) Iftheareabetweentheproposeddevelopment andthepropertylineclosesttothe
FWHCAisnotprimarilycomposedofnativeplants, anareaequaltoproposed
impervioussurfacesshallbecompletelyvegetatedwithnativeplantsinthatportionof
thepropertyandplantingsshallbeprotectedthroughaNoticeonTitleandundergo5
yearsofmonitoringbyIslandCounty, with >90% survivalofnativeplantingsat5years;  
and

ii) Clearedareaandimpervioussurfacesshallfallunderthethresholdsforlowlanduse
intensityoutlinedin17.02B.460.A; and

iii) Allstormwater runofffromproposedimpervioussurfacesshallbeproperlycontrolled
priortoreachingthenativeplantvegetationareabymanagingstormwaterclosetothe
origin; and

iv) Theproposal implements2ofthe3lowimpactdesigntechniques:  

1) Alldrivewayandparkingareasarepermeable;  

2) Anativeplantlandscapingplanequalinsizetoproposedimpervioussurfaces
isimplemented andmaintained; or

3) Bioretention facilitiesincluding bioswales, planterboxes, raincatchment
barrels, raingardens, and/ordrywellsareused.  



17.02B.430 - Other fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas.   

A.  Bald Eagle. WhentheBaldEagleislistedunderWashingtonStateLawasthreatenedorendangered,  
BaldEaglehabitatsshallbeprotectedpursuanttotheWashingtonStateBaldEagleProtectionRules,  
WAC232-12-292. WhentheBaldEagleisnotsolisted, federallawssuchastheBaldandGolden
EagleProtectionActandtheMigratoryBirdTreatyActstillapply. IfthePlanningDirectordetermines
thatthescopeortimingoftheproposalmaycreateanadverseimpactoradverselyaffecttheeagle
nestterritory, he/sheshallrequirethepreparationofahabitatmanagement planpriortoanyclearing,  
grading, orconstructionwheneveractivitiesthatalterhabitatareproposednearaverifiednestterritory.   

B.  Washington Natural Heritage Program areas.   

1.  South Camano andKeystone. SouthCamanoisinventoriedasasignificantplantcommunity
dominatedbyBigLeafMaple (Acermacrophyllum). Keystoneisinventoriedasasignificantplant
communitydominatedbyDouglasFir, WesternHemlockandSwordfern. Naturalvegetation
betweentheordinaryhighwatermarkandthetopofbanksandbluffsten (10) feetorhighershall
beretained, exceptforremovalofhazardtreesandtoallowforpedestrianwaterfrontaccess.  
Removalofinvasivenon-nativespeciesisauthorized. Trimming butnotremovalforview
enhancement isauthorized.   

2.  Grasser'sHill. Grasser'sHillisinventoriedasasignificantplantcommunity includingwhite-top
aster (Sericocarpus rigidus), aprotectedspecies. Abiologicalsiteassessmentandahabitat
management plan (HMP) shallbepreparedpursuanttothischapterinordertoensureprotection
ofthewhite-topaster.   

3.  West Beach andEbey'sLanding. WestBeachandEbey'sLandingareinventoriedasa
significantplantcommunity includinggoldenindianpaintbrush (Castileja levisecta), aprotected
species. Abiologicalsiteassessmentandahabitatmanagement plan (HMP) shallbeprepared
pursuanttothischapterinordertoensureprotectionofthegoldenindianpaintbrush.   

4.  Allother highquality terrestrial ecosystems perWashington Natural Heritage Program.  
Projectsaffectingtheseareaswillrequiremitigationsequencing, asdemonstrated throughthe
preparationofabiologicalsiteassessment inconsultationwiththeWashingtonNaturalHeritage
Program.   

C.  TheAdmiralty InletNaturalAreaPreservecontainsrareplantsandplantcommunities, includingarare
coastalforesttype. Becauseofitsvulnerability toblowdownfromwindstorms, thesoutherportionof
theforestshallhavea100footbufferwhichshallbeincreasedasnecessarytoprotecttheforest’s
ecological functionsandvalues.   

C.  D. AllotherFWHCAshallbeprotectedonacase-by-casebasisdependingonthevulnerableresource
andproposedactivityordevelopment.   

D.  E. BuffersshallbeestablishedadjacenttoFWHCAasnecessarytoprotecttheecological integrity,  
structureandfunctionsoftheresourcefromdevelopment inducedimpacts. Bufferwidthsshallreflect
thesensitivityofthespeciesorhabitatpresentandthetypeandintensityoftheproposedadjacent
humanuseoractivity.   

E.  F. ThePlanningDirectorshalldeterminetheappropriatebufferforFWHCAotherthanstreamsbased
onbestavailablescienceandthefollowingguidance:   

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Buffer Requirement
Conservation Area

Areaswithaprimary
Buffershallbebasedonmanagement recommendations providedbytheWashington

association with
StateDepartment ofFishandWildlife PHSProgram andshallconsider site-specific

endangered, threatened,  conditions andrecommendation ofqualified professional.   
andsensitive species



Buffersshallnotberequired adjacent totheseareasaslongastheseareas
encompass thelandrequired forspeciespreservation. ThePlanning Department shall
confirmthepublicagencyestablishing andmanaging theareahasincluded sufficient

Statenaturalarea landwithin theseareastoensurenonetlossofhabitat functions andvalues. Ifbuffers
preserves, natural resource arerequired, theyshallreflect thehabitatsensitivity andthetypeandintensityof

conservation areas, and activityproposed tobeconducted nearby.   
statewildlifeareas

Buffersshallberequired adjacent totheseareasasnecessary toensurenonetloss
ofhabitat functionandvalues, andshallbebasedonmanagement recommendations

fromtheagencymanaging thespecific resource.   

Theneedforanddimensions ofbuffers forapproved speciesandhabitatsoflocal
Speciesandhabitatsof importance shallbedetermined onacase-by-casebasisbythePlanning Director

local importance according toanadopted orapproved habitatmanagement planforthespecific
resource.   


